
  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

RIVER CRUISING GETS ACTIVE ADVENTURE TWIST,  
THANKS TO AMAWATERWAYS AND BACKROADS 

 
Fitness Enthusiasts Can Now Book One of 20 New 7-Night Danube River  

Bicycling Cruises for 2015; Pricing Starts at $5,398 per Person 
 

BERKELEY, CA – (March 16, 2015) − AmaWaterways (www.AmaWaterways.com) and 
Backroads (www.Backroads.com) today announced that they have teamed up to put a new 
active adventure twist on river cruising.  Providing best-in-class service and authentic upscale 
travel experiences, the alliance will kick off with 20 Danube River sailings in 2015.  Pricing starts 
at $5,398 per person, double occupancy. 

 
“Backroads is a leader and innovator in the active 
travel market, so they are a natural fit for us, as we 
are so focused on finding new, unique ways to 
enhance the luxury river cruise experience,” said 
Kristin Karst, Executive Vice President and Co-Owner 
of AmaWaterways. “We are delighted to join forces 
with Backroads, enhancing the experience of our 
guests while attracting new categories of travelers to 
the rapidly expanding river cruise market.” 
 

AmaWaterways and Backroads have developed the ultimate active travel river cruising 
experience, which, beginning in Spring 2015, will visit Europe’s most captivating destinations. 
Travelers booking one of these exciting new departures will enjoy the comfort and luxury of an 
AmaWaterways river cruise combined with Backroads’ immersive, expert-curated biking tours. 
Every Backroads tour will feature the same high quality experience guests expect on all 
Backroads trips including multiple expert trip leaders, custom titanium bikes, support vans, and 
flexible itineraries with a range of cycling routes ideal for all abilities.   
 
Two of Backroads’ Danube River Cruise itineraries are 
available onboard 20 AmaWaterways European sailings 
in 2015. In 2016, the companies will introduce a number 
of new tours along the Rhine, Rhone, Seine, Douro, 
Garonne and Mekong rivers, with an exclusive full-ship 
charter of AmaViola slated for the September 8, 2016 
Danube sailing and several walking tour departures on 
the Danube. 
 
 
 

http://www.amawaterways.com/
http://www.backroads.com/


“As the leader in active travel, Backroads has spent the past 36 years continually in motion, 
always focused on turning great ideas into reality for our guests,” said Backroads Founder and 
President, Tom Hale. “There’s so much to be gained by exploring actively and immersing 
yourself in the life of another place—all in your own style and at your own pace. In teaming up 
with AmaWaterways, we are excited to combine our trademark biking, walking and hiking 
experiences with the luxury of river cruising. With these ship-based adventures, guests will have 
the opportunity to conveniently explore European cities and countryside on a Backroads trip, 
with the bonus of only having to unpack once.”       
 
For more information about AmaWaterways, visit www.AmaWaterways.com or call (800) 
626-0126. Follow AmaWaterways on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AmaWaterways 
and Twitter @AmaWaterways. For more information on Backroads or pricing and specific 
itineraries, visit www.backroads.com or call 1-800-462-2848.  
 
ABOUT AMAWATERWAYS 
AmaWaterways offers award-winning river cruises around the world, including Europe, Southeast Asia 
and Africa. The company has received numerous honors and accolades over the years, including Travel 
+ Leisure’s World’s Best Awards, Cruise Critic’s Editors’ Pick Award and an overall 4-Star Plus rating in 
the inaugural Berlitz: River Cruising in Europe. AmaWaterways’ European fleet includes AmaStella 
(2016), AmaViola (2016), AmaVista (2015), AmaSerena (2015), AmaReina (2014), AmaSonata (2014), 
AmaPrima (2013), AmaCerto (2012), AmaVerde (2011), AmaBella (2010), AmaLyra (2009), AmaDolce 
(2009), AmaCello (2008), AmaDante (2008), AmaLegro (2007) and the AmaDagio (2006). The 
company’s “The Exotics” division features AmaPura (2014) on the Ayeyarwady River in Myanmar, 
AmaVida (2013) on the Douro River in Portugal, AmaLotus (2011) and AmaDara (2015) on the Mekong in 
Vietnam and Cambodia, and the Zambezi Queen (2009) on the Chobe in Botswana. 
 
ABOUT BACKROADS 
Backroads, founded in 1979 by Tom Hale, offers the most destinations, itineraries and annual departures 
in the active travel industry. The company has been in business for more than 35 years and hosts 
thousands of guests in hundreds of locations across the globe, 80% of whom are repeat guests or 
referrals from past guests. Backroads was named one of the top 100 places to work by Outside magazine 
in 2014, and is a founding member of the Adventure Collection. For more information, please visit 
www.backroads.com or call 800-462-2848 daily, 6 am - 6 pm, Pacific time. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 
AmaWaterways 
Samantha Jacobs / Kristin Soto, Hemsworth Communications 
954-716-7614 or AmaPR@HemsworthCommunications.com  
 
Backroads 
Liz Einbinder 
415-577-8255 or Liz_Einbinder@Backroads.com 
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